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Oral Presentation Assignment 
Essay One: Critical Literacy Narrative  
 
In They Say, I Say, Graff and Birkenstein explain what matters in class discussion: 
 
 Particularly important for class discussion is the point that our own ideas become more 
 cogent and powerful the more responsive we are to others, and the more we frame our 
 claims not in isolation but as responses to what others before us have said. Ultimately, 
 then, a good face-to-face classroom discussion doesn’t just happen spontaneously. It 
 requires the same sorts of disciplined moves and practices used in many writing 
 situations, particularly that of identifying to what and to whom you are responding” (163) 
 
We’re already entered informal conversations in class, but formal presentations also play an 
important role in making our engagement in ideas and our responses to one another “more 
cogent and powerful.”  
 
Your formal presentation to the class comes at the end of your drafting and revising process. 
So, it’s your chance to share a well-organized and thoughtfully developed reflection on your 
progress from the very beginning through the drafting, revising, and final editing of your essay. 
In your presentation, be sure to address the following: 
 

•   What story/set of short stories did you choose to tell? How difficult was this to choose? 
Did you consider other stories first? How did you (finally) decide to choose this one story 
or this particular set of short stories? 
 

•   What was writing the essay like? What challenges did you overcome and how did you 
overcome them? What successes did you experience? How did these challenges and 
successes develop your understanding of the story/stories on which you focused? What 
have you learned about writing and/or your own writing process that you will remember 
for future writing experiences? 

 
•   What did you learn about literacy? What did you learn about yourself? What, if anything 

surprised you in what you talked about, thought, and learned while working on this 
essay?  

 
Your presentation must be three (3) minutes in length and will receive a score on a rubric from 
your instructor. As an audience member, your participation score depends upon how actively 
you take notes, listen to each presenter, and ask questions during the question and answer 
period.  
 
Rubric for Speaking Assignments 
 
You’ll be assessed in the following areas: 

•   Awareness of/Engagement with Audience 
•   Idea Development and Organization 
•   Transitions and Clarity of Meaning 


