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Critical Literacy Narrative Reflection Leads 
In general, you should be reflecting on these larger questions:  

1. How have past experiences shaped who I am today as a creator and user of texts 
(broadly defined)?  

2. How have past experiences helped me to understand what “literacy” means—how you 
and others define it—and how those definitions have larger social impacts or 
implications (i.e., the “BIG” or compelling idea you have come to understand)? 

 
More specifically, you might consider questions such as these to help: 
  

● What are your earliest memories of literacy events (i.e., specific instances when you 
used text(s) to make meaning or to engage with the world around you)? In-school? 
Outside of school? (e.g., a story about learning to read cereal boxes, about learning to 
write plays or songs, about the bedtime stories your parents read to you, about the 
comics you read, about the games you played or created, about writing a memorable 
letter, about learning how to write using a computer, about publishing a 'zine.) 

● Which of these literacy events seem most meaningful, and why?  
● As you think about past literacy events, are there some that you found meaningful that 

others did not seem to find meaningful (e.g., did your parents hang a copy of something 
you created on the fridge but your teachers didn’t seem to appreciate what you 
created)? What could have accounted for this different understanding of value? 

● How have other people’s opinions of the value of literacy events affected the way you 
value the event? 

● What feelings or emotions are attached to meaningful literacy events from your past? 
● Who do you associate with meaningful literacy events from your past? (Consider 

individual people as well as organizations or activities you were part of, such as a 
summer camp, a workshop, etc.) 

● What places do you associate with meaningful literacy events from your past? 
● How did you learn to use and create texts? Where? 
● What literacy resources were available to you in classrooms? At home? Where else did 

you go for literacy resources (e.g., church, library, mall)? 
● What kinds of materials do you associate with meaningful literacy events from your 

past? Has this changed over the years? Is it still changing? 
● What are your reasons for creating or using texts? How do these reasons change in 

different contexts? 
● How do your memories of meaningful literacy events shape how you think about yourself 

as a writer, student, learner, citizen? 
● Having taken the Perceptual Learning Styles Questionnaire (PLSQ), did any of your 

learning preferences surprise you; why or why not? Were the questionnaire results what 
you were expecting; why or why not? Did the questionnaire teach you anything about 
yourself as a learner; if so, what? 

● How do your memories of meaningful literacy events connect with the PLSQ or ALE 
results? 

● Can you link any specific learning styles with memories of literacy events in your life? 
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● Can you recall any major shifts in your learning preferences? What caused the shifts? 
● Think of in-school instruction: How has this contributed (or not) to your learning 

preferences? How has this contributed (or not) to how you think of yourself as a literate 
person? 

● Think of reading and writing outside of school: How have these activities contributed (or 
not) to your learning preferences? How has this contributed (or not) to how you think of 
yourself as a literate person? 

● How have you defined literacy in the past? How do you define it now? If your definition 
has changed, why, and what is the significance of that change? How do your past 
literacy events influence the way you understand the definition of literacy?  

● How does your definition of literacy compare to other definitions you have heard/seen? 
How might a past literacy event help you to explain the difference/comparison? 

 
Of course, other questions/angles might come to mind as you are developing reflections and 
experiencing a variety of different literacy narratives, so feel free to be creative! 


