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Group Oral Presentation Assignment 
Essay Two: Observation/Analysis Collaborative Essay   
 
In They Say, I Say, Graff and Birkenstein explain what matters in class discussion: 
 
 Particularly important for class discussion is the point that our own ideas become more 
 cogent and powerful the more responsive we are to others, and the more we frame our 
 claims not in isolation but as responses to what others before us have said. Ultimately, 
 then, a good face-to-face classroom discussion doesn’t just happen spontaneously. It 
 requires the same sorts of disciplined moves and practices used in many writing 
 situations, particularly that of identifying to what and to whom you are responding” (163). 
 
We’re already entered informal conversations in class, but formal presentations also play an 
important role in making our engagement in ideas and our responses to one another “more 
cogent and powerful.” Your formal presentation to the class comes at the end of your 
collaborative process. So, it’s your chance to share a well-organized and thoughtfully developed 
reflection on your progress:  
 

 collecting, organizing, and annotating fieldnotes based on your observations of the 
culture expressed by your chosen community 

 negotiating a fair, accurate, and compelling analysis of your observations for a critically-
minded outside audience 

 coming to critical understanding of the community, your group, the collaborative writing 
process, and your own assumptions and biases about all three 

 
Use the questions below to guide you as you prepare for your presentation: 
 

 What subculture did you choose and why? How do you define the culture that 
exemplifies this subculture? What verbal and nonverbal behaviors prove essential to 
your understanding of the culture? What distinguishes this culture from similar or 
dissimilar cultures? What is the significance of the expressions or aspects of this culture 
that you chose to address in your essay? What is the significance of the culture itself to 
the rest of the world? Why should your readers care about this culture?  
 

 What was the process of fieldworking and observation like? What challenges did you 
overcome, and how did you overcome them? What successes did you experience? How 
did these successes affect what you wrote in the essay?  

 

 What was the collaborative writing process like? What challenges did you overcome and 
how did you overcome them? What successes did you experience? How did these 
successes develop your understanding of the community’s culture, your own 
assumptions about the culture and your group members, and the essay’s purpose and 
audience? How did collaboration influence your critical reflection of the process? 
 

Your group presentation must be ten (10) minutes in length and will receive a score on a rubric 
from your instructor. Be sure each member of the group plays an active role in the presentation. 
As an audience member, your participation score depends upon how actively you take notes, 
listen to each presenter, and ask questions during the question and answer period.  


