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Reflective Letter Assignment 
Essay Two: Observation/Analysis Group-Authored Essay  
 
Writing your observation/analysis essay has involved navigating the complexities of recording 
and responding to the verbal and nonverbal behaviors you observed in your chosen community. 
But there is more. You have debated and negotiated differences in the ways you—as individuals 
and a group—interpret and represent the culture of that community to a body of readers.  
 
This assignment asks you to reflect on this process. Your goal is a kind of reflection-in-practice, 
in which you “tell and show what you have learned” both to yourself and to an audience 
beyond yourself (Yancey 89).  
 
Compose a letter that will accompany your observation/analysis essay. Write this letter as a 
detailed expression of your own experience as an observer of the community. But don’t stop 
there. Develop your letter to explain to yourself and the audience the larger significance of this 
process. What does it mean to critically observe a culture? What does it teach? Why should we 
do it? How do you see yourself as a contributor or participant in this important way of exploring 
the world around you?  
 
In the letter, detail and explain the process you and your partners took to compose essay. 
Equally importantly, assess your choices and your collaboration. Here are some questions you 
should consider answering when assessing your work:  
 

o Why did your group choose the particular community it did?  

o How effectively did the work that you did match what you wanted it to be? Take the 
time to detail your initial goals, dreams, and imaginings. Then explain how you 
(effectively and not) worked to realize those goals. Consider what could have been 
done better. This is the time to be honest and self-critical.  

o What did you learn individually? How did you learn it? What impact will this have? 
Think of learning that can be “seen” via your final draft as well as learning that is less 
visible. Be sure to articulate what you’ve “learned” about cultural observation.  

o What metaphors help you to conceptualize and/or explain some aspect of the 
learning you’ve done or other significance or meaning of this writing assignment? 

o What connections can you make beyond this writing assignment? 

o How effectively do you think that your partners collaborated on the project with you? 
What was the process like—what went well, what did not go well, and what surprised 
you (and why)? What have you learned about collaboration?  

When answering these questions, consider turning to the sample reflection letters posted on the 
course website under the “Assignment 2” tab. These samples are not perfect, nor do they 
represent THE way to write your letter; they offer ideas and are meant to get you thinking. 
 
Submit your letter by 5pm on Monday, November 9, following these formatting requirements:  

• Be typed and double-spaced, using 12 point font and using a standard font (e.g., Times 
New Roman or Cambria) and 1-inch margins on all sides 
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• Include the information shown below 
• Be 3 pages in length (minimum of 3 full pages, not 2½ or 2¼ ) 
• Use appropriate grammar and punctuation conventions 

 
Here is a template for the letter: 
 

 
	  

November 5, 2015 
 
Sample Professor 
FYS 1002 
Reflective Letter 
 
Dear Sample Professor:  

 
 The text of the body of the essay should be double-spaced 12 point font. Margins on all 

sides should be 1-inch, which you can set in the “layout” or “page layout” section. 

 Insert several other paragraphs to address the questions above. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
(sign your name) 
 


