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October 31, 2014 
 
Dr. Hauman 
FYSE 1002 
Reflective Letter 
 
Dear Professor Hauman: 
 

 Over the last three weeks you had asked us to collaborate with 2-3 of our classmates to 

write a paper about a cultural practice in a certain group. I was paired with Shelly and Brad. 

Together we wrote a paper about how the members of Transy’s volleyball team communicate 

within the group, and how that matters to the group’s culture.  

           When we started to pick one certain group to observe, we wanted to observe how 

members in a certain group communicate with one another. At first we thought about observing 

the cross-country team. But when they are practicing or competing, there is not much 

communication going on.  So we later decided to observe the volleyball team. For one thing, 

volleyball is a group sport, so the members need to interact with one another. For another thing, 

we thought the volleyball team had an ideal size for us to observe, for there were not too many 

members to make it hard to observe, and not too few. 

For the work I had to put in this paper, I think I did more than I expected.  My initial goal 

was to make some observations, combine them with other group member’s observations and 

draw a conclusion together. As I started working on the paper, I realized that I needed to do a lot 

more. Shelly, the insider, had to clarify some interpretation I had about some observations 

because those observations did not always happen; they just happened once or twice and could 

not be counted into the group’s culture. Also, we all had different opinions about the group and 

at some points we even contradicted each other. Therefore I needed to ask others why they 

thought that way, and try to understand their view.  
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During the writing process of paper two, my own role in the group at the beginning was 

more like a follower. I wrote a page and a half and shared it with others and wanted the other 

group members to tell me what to do next. However, I later found out that Brad and Shelly were 

still in their sports season, so they had a really busy schedule. And if I kept waiting for others to 

tell me what to do, I would never get things done. So I sent emails to them and tried to set up 

some group meetings. It was really hard in the first week because they had practice after class 

and we all had different schedules. But fortunately, we were still able to meet a couple of times 

and even had a group meeting with a writing center tutor. Shelly, as the insider in our group, has 

helped a lot by explaining some of the things the volleyball team did. For example, the hand 

gestures they used during the match and what those mean. Brad had observed a lot of things and 

though we did not use all of them in our final paper, those observations were really useful when 

we were brainstorming our thesis. I think all of us did show how much we care about the paper 

during the writing process though we had some issue of setting up meetings. Also, we were 

trying hard to respect and understand other people’s perspectives and hopefully, these 

understandings could be shown in our paper. The group could have functioned better if we had 

communicated more but overall it was a good experience for me to be in this group. 

By writing this paper, I learned to re-examine my own observations before I reach any 

conclusions, and to really consider other’s ideas. I learned this during our group discussions. In 

the discussion, Shelly said that she felt the group members did not get along so well with each 

other. It was hard for me to believe that even though I knew Shelly was an insider because as I 

was observing the game, the girls seemed to work so well together. But Shelly explained to us all 

the obstacles they had since this season started, and it all made sense. Also, in our first draft, 

Brad wrote about how he thought volleyball is a girl’s sport because during the match, they 
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slapped each other’s butt after every point. To be honest, at first I thought that observation was 

quite inappropriate and wanted to get that part out of our paper. Then I talked Brad about that 

and he told me why he thought that way- he was in the cross country team and he never does that 

with his teammates. After our discussion, we still got that part out of the paper, but we did put 

the “girl’s sport” idea in the part of our paper that explained why the girls sometimes can not be 

nice to their teammates. The things I had learned through writing this essay will definitely affect 

the way I write papers in the future, that is, I will not draw a conclusion as soon as I encounter a 

certain cultural practice, instead I will try to understand and evaluate them before I put them into 

my paper. 

For me, writing this group paper is like being the last people to speak in a debate 

competition, you need to analyze, explain and evaluate each side’s point and leave the 

audience/reader to think more about the topic. In our paper, we have two different views about 

how the members in the volleyball team get along with each other. And in this writing 

assignment we are not asked to decide which view is right and which view is wrong. Instead we 

explain these different views; where these views come from and why did we view the cultural 

practice this way. At last we needed to draw a conclusion about the cultural practice.  

What I have learned by observing the volleyball team can actually be applied in many 

aspect of my daily life. I have been in America for only three months and there had already been 

countless cultural practices that I found myself confused about. Now instead of thinking “they do 

this because that’s the way Americans do this”, I will probably try to go beyond that and try to 

understand more about the American culture. 

Even though writing this paper took me many nights in front of my laptop, I still 

appreciate you for giving us this assignment. For what I have learned in these three week has 
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changed not only the way I think about the upcoming essay three, but also how I live my life 

here in America in some ways. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sample Student 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


