
November 5, 2014 
Professor Hauman 
FYS 1002 
Reflective Letter 
 

Dear Dr. Hauman: 

 Our group, which consisted of Lily, Alex, and me, chose to observe the basketball team 

here at Transylvania. We chose the group because it was simply easier to get in the field and 

observe and as well as me being the insider also helped. Having an insider was key so you could 

differentiate between others views on the team in our group. The debate process was actually 

pretty simple. We had to decide between observing the international club and the basketball 

team. The main problem with interviewing the international club was that we all wouldn’t be 

able to actually go watch them as a whole and how they interact within their group. So, as a 

result our ending in the debate process went well. We could observe the basketball team easier 

with our time management, I was the insider, and the fact that everyone enjoyed hearing from 

my opinions about the team and as well as their own opinions on the team.  

 Honestly, we then moved on to writing and organizing our drafts, which was also not 

difficult for our group at all either. Our group’s work was simple. Our main observations came 

from me going to our trip to Canada over Fall Break. Many of our observations that were 

included in our essay served as main points for us to talk about to the reader. I feel that the work 

that our group did matched what we wanted it to turn out to be pretty well, but there was one 

thing we could’ve done somewhat better. I felt that we could’ve observed maybe some practices 

that we had to give us more ideas on what to talk about in our essay, rather than the trip that we 

went on. Our initial goals were to first draw out who in the group was going to do their 

observations of the trip/notes I took, and detail them into words into our essay to help the world 
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or reader get a better understanding of the basketball team. These goals were simply 

accomplished by effectively discussing our ideas and opinions on the observations. We’d try to 

meet in the library twice a week to discuss our views and maybe how some varied more than 

others, which came to us narrowing them down to one specific idea. If there were things we 

could’ve worked more effectively on, I would say was drafting our essay. The basic organization 

of our essay was that I was responsible for typing the intro and the first main observation with 

my view versus Lily and Alex’s view. Then Lily had the next paragraph with her views of the 

specific idea she talked about, versus our views. As well as Alex doing the same process in her 

point and conclusion was the same in the essay. I felt like maybe we were all doing well in doing 

our own part, but maybe that wasn’t a good thing. Maybe if we all had thoroughly went 

paragraph to paragraph together as a group in typing the essay, then possibly it would have been 

more fundamentally sound with our ideas clashing together as a unit. In contrast, I felt that the 

way we prepared and delivered our essay was well done, but if there were a change that we could 

have made more effective, that idea would have been it.  

Next, individually I learned that obviously, Alex and Lily were going to have opposing 

views on the basketball team. This then helped me soon realize that I couldn’t comment on 

things that “I” may have thought to be false in what they thought about our team. For example, I 

remember Lily commenting that, “Basketball players don’t really seem to care much for their 

professors as much for say as they would their coaching staff.” This just really irked me and 

rubbed me the wrong way, because I do respect my professors and care for what they have to 

say. But, it also helped me realize that those are the outsiders’ jobs in that they will have their 

input into the essay and compare and contrast their ideas with mine. One thing that we learned as 

a group from the process that we used is that many different “cultures” or “groups” are going to 
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have things that not everyone in society will look at the same. This means for example, again, 

Lily looking at our team and seeing that maybe we don’t have as much respect for a professor 

versus that respect we have for our coaches. It’s just simply a part of society, and those were 

some connections I was able to make in writing this essay, and that we came to realize that it was 

“okay” to have opposing views on certain areas about the basketball team and in which that 

made our essay a strong, well developed piece of writing.  

Metaphors that helped me conceptualize and explain some aspect of the learning that I 

have accomplished in this writing assignment is that no two people see the world the same. I 

concluded that I have my own views, and other members in my group have their own views. Of 

course, there are going to be some aspects that people can agree on, but is everything going to be 

agreed on? The answer is most likely no. The significance in writing this was to get outside of 

our comfort zone and view other particular clubs, groups, teams, and organizations in the 

Transylvania community.  

In conclusion, the collaborative research and writing process for the most part went 

amazingly well. We were able to agree on who was focusing on what in the paper, helping each 

other out with the sentence and grammar structure, and we also were able to meet often which 

made our piece well developed and have great detail. I learned that not only can collaboration 

help make anything worth doing effective, but that if you collaborate as a whole or a team, the 

piece you are wanting to create can become even stronger in many ways. I feel that my role as an 

insider of the group was done well. I provided notes, opinions, and grammar for my group’s 

needs when needed. I feel that Lily helped out well in her main structure, which was within the 

body of the essay. She also scheduled times for us to meet as group on days, which also made the 

writing process much easier as a whole. Alex did very well in her job. She provided great depth 
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and detail in her opposing views to the team to that compared of mine. She also did a well sound 

job on the conclusion of our essay. The group functioned very cooperatively as a whole, and I 

would like to work with them again if I ever had the chance to. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sample Student 
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