
  
Dear Mr. Wright, 
 

This experience has truly been one of a kind. FYSE, particularly essay two, has taught me a 

plethora of knowledge that I can not only apply in future FYS classes, but also in the real world. 

I have learned the importance of doing your part and the fulfilling the role you are placed in. A 

team is only as strong as its weakest link. I think that this particular saying is true even in group 

projects. If one person does not do their share, then the entire group struggles making it difficult 

for everyone to keep their heads above water.  For essay two the community we chose to observe 

was the Transylvania ______ team. A key factor that took part in why we chose the _______ 

team was because they were in season, allowing the outsiders in my group to see how the players 

act on and off the field. Another reason was to look further into this community and to try to find 

what distinguished them from any other _____ team. Through our observations we were able to 

collectively apply  our findings to our thesis which stated; "Observing the ______ team has 

allowed us to have a greater understanding of the game and how one team can be influenced by 

ones competitiveness, attitudes of individuals on the team, and the relationships they share off 

the field.”  

            Even though our results were not groundbreaking or there was not an amplification of 

distinguishable qualities demonstrated by the Transylvania ______  team compared to other 

_____ teams, there was still allot to be learned about the team as a whole and as individuals. My 

initial goals were to come out of this paper with a greater understanding of _____  here at 

Transylvania and why they do some of things they do. With lack of communication and effort by 

others I was not able to get the entire experience that was expected. My hopes came up short 

with a sad realization that if I wanted to get anything out of this experience I would have to do it 



on my own.  Through a lot of work I was able to take my thoughts, feelings, generalizations, and 

assumptions and twist them to fit our group as a whole. I also had to think critically and 

creatively when trying to analyze and incorporate insider points of view without really having an 

insider to give their perspective. I believe I could have done more if I had realized sooner that I 

was going to have to take initiative and make things come together. I now know the importance 

of a group paper and I experienced first had what it is like to almost fail because a collaborative 

paper only works if everyone does their part.  

When it came time to do the revising I tried to step back and let the other members of my 

group work on it, but fell short and I took on the responsibility and didn’t say a word. It is hard 

for me as an individual to step up and say something, I tend to just put it on the back burner and 

do it myself. I know that my paper did not completely follow guidelines and was not up to the 

standards of a typical paper I write but I made do with the time and resources I had. I also realize 

that my grade will be greatly impacted due to some of the adversity I faced, but I now can say I 

have truly learned a valuable lesson that I will consider from now on.  

            Not only have I learned from my mistakes, but I also learned a great deal about the 

community of the ______  team itself. I was given the opportunity to watch practices, games, 

and observe the team at a team dinner. Viewing the team from all different angles allowed me to 

see how the players behaved on and off the field. Also I got to see some of things that made them 

unique individuals. There was an observable, unbreakable bond between the players that will 

never be understood by anyone unless they too are on the ____ team. I feel like I gained a 

connection that I never have had with them before. It sounds strange and unusual, but in the long 

run it made it easier to do this project and talk about them because it was as if I knew them all 

personally. I cannot describe the amount of discomfort I felt when watching them eat or listening 



in on their conversations. I feel like that is a topic that is generally disclosed to just the team not 

a random person observing them for a project. I know it benefitted the paper because it allowed 

for closer connections to be drawn, but at the time I felt so wrong and out of place. I now know 

that it was in my best interest and if I had not felt that way then, maybe I was not digging deep 

enough into the culture.    

 The writing process as a whole was the farthest thing from smooth. I was on the Titanic 

holding on to the rails, praying I did not sink from hitting the iceberg. I felt like the water was 

rushing in and I had nowhere else to go. Before I began, I asked for everyone’s thoughts, notes, 

and ideas because we were limited on time and no one had started the paper. So, I took the 

immense task upon myself and wrote the paper in one sitting. Susan sent me her notes from 

observing, but they were no different than what I had from the times we observed together. After 

I stopped writing for the night I emailed them a copy of the paper to edit and make changes to, 

but Susan’s changes made no sense and Lacey never got back with me. The next morning I 

completed the paper and sent it to them to revise and change before I turned it in. As the deadline 

approached I realized that I was again on my own and turned it in anyway. It wasn’t until then 

that Lacey sent me a list of random questions she answered and had expected me to put in our 

paper, but I couldn’t and at that point because it was too late and I was beyond mad and ready to 

be done with it.  

 At the peer review session it became clear to me that it was quite obvious that one single 

person wrote our essay. I tried my best to make it look otherwise and my group members acted 

as if they were there when I wrote the paper. I normally would have set back hoping they would 

step up and do something, but at the same time my grade was on the line so I reconsidered and 

brought it to your attention. Thanks to our meeting and our groups meeting with you they did 



begin to help out, but as a result of poor group work and having the whole paper done at last 

minute the quality was poor and I am disappointed in the essay as a whole. I do want to 

apologize for having to involve you, I should have stepped up and handled it myself, and I just 

couldn’t find the courage to do so.  

 This entire paper has been an eye opener and I truly and thankful that you made us do 

group papers. The stress, time, and lack of sleep was well worth the valuable lessons that I will 

be able use throughout life. Exploring problems and observing communities has allowed me to 

be more optimistic and slower to judge something before I read into it. I hope that the rest of my 

group got just as much if not more out of this experience as I did.  

 


