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Essay Assignment Three 
Primary-Research-Based Persuasive Essay  
 
For your final assignment, you will draw on all you have learned and compose a primary-
research-based, persuasive essay about a (sub)culture other than your own. This assignment 
builds on the work you have been doing all semester. Individually and collaboratively, you have 
developed ways of critically exploring (sub)cultures through reading, writing, and discussion. 
Along the way, you have been questioning your own and others’ assumptions about the 
complexities of culture and have practiced many of the processes by which we engage with and 
reflect on the world around us. This assignment asks you to continue and extend that work, now 
writing an individual essay that begins with a research question and ends with an 
argumentative, research-supported claim. 
 
To whom am I writing this essay? Like all essays so far, your audience includes Dr. Hauman 
and Mr. Wright, your classmates, and any university/community members interested in cultures.  
 
Why am I writing this essay? Like all of our work in FYSE, you are writing to “consider your 
everyday experiences in new ways and interpret other people’s behaviors, language, and 
thoughts.” You are also learning about your role as a critically-minded observer in 
“understanding why you react and respond in the ways you do” to (sub)cultures (FW 2).  
 
Your goal for this essay assignment is to pose a critical question about culture that invites 
debate, and then answer that question, persuading your audience of your critical view through a 
strong central claim supported by sub-claims, evidence, and reasoning. Part of this process, of 
course, will require you to inform your audience of your fieldwork and interpret the data you 
collect. For example, if you interview several subjects who are experts on your topic, you must 
explain who they are and justify their expertise to your readers. You must also summarize, 
quote, describe, explain, and analyze what they tell you about the topic.  
 
In the end, you will demonstrate your development as a critical writer and intercultural 
communicator, and in an accompanying cover letter, you will reflect on the process of making an 
argument to support your critical view. Remember that this assignment is your chance to 
demonstrate to a broad community your work as a humane and reasonable student of culture.  
 
How do I write this essay?  
Begin with your own observations  
Turn to your original observations, responses, and reflections on your blog; your notes on 
conversations in and out of class; and texts we have read. Where in your blog posts, class 
notes, and annotations on texts do you find a striking claim, concern, or question that might lead 
to further fieldwork and research? Locate a few options and then, after careful deliberation, 
narrow your choice to one.  
 
Draft a dependable and reasonable research question 
Keep this advice from Maimon, et al., in A Writer’s Resource in mind: “Approach your 
assignment in a spirit of critical inquiry. Critical in this sense does not mean ‘fault finding,’ 
‘skeptical,’ or ‘cynical,’ or even ‘urgent.’ Rather, if refers to a receptive, but reasonable and 
discerning frame of mind. Choosing an interesting topic will make the results of your inquiry 
meaningful—to yourself and your readers” (211). 
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Strive at this stage of your work to  
• choose a research question with personal significance  
• make your question specific  
• find a challenging question  
• speculate about possible answers  

 
Create a research plan  
Maimon, et al., explain that “your research will be more productive if you create both a general 
plan and a detailed schedule immediately after you receive your assignment. A general plan 
ensures that you understand the full scope of the assignment. A detailed schedule helps you set 
priorities and meet deadlines” (213).  
 
Conduct research  
You will conduct primary research to use as support for this essay. Maimon, et al., tell us in 
AWR that primary research involves “raw data, original documents, and authentic artifacts to 
make first-hand discoveries” (208). They go on to say, “when you conduct primary 
research…you participate in the discovery of knowledge” (248). At this point in the term, you 
have had much practice with primary research: you’ve conducted interviews and made field 
observations. Additional options for primary research include surveys and questionnaires.  
 
Of course, in order to create context and connect to the key ideas in the FYSE course, you will 
need to refer occasionally to secondary sources, such as essays, images, and videos. These 
secondary sources must be limited to things we have read or viewed in class so far this term. 
NOTE: Do not include any other secondary sources we have not addressed in this class unless 
you discuss it with Dr. Hauman/Mr. Wright.  
 
Write the draft  
In the introduction, make sure to create context for your readers, explaining your project and the 
specific debate or issue with which you will frame your essay. You might want to offer a 
controversial definition of culture, argue a distinction between aspects of culture or a specific 
culture, argue the causes or consequences of a certain way of viewing cultures, or defend a 
culture’s way of life in light of opposing views. Whatever the case, make sure your essay starts 
off with significant tension. Something needs to be debated, and you must take a stance in the 
face of opposition.  
 
State your thesis as your primary claim or stance and plan your essay around ways of 
supporting this stance with sections of many well-connected paragraphs that describe, illustrate, 
summarize, explain, interpret, and analyze evidence in support of your thesis statement. Use 
transitional phrases and sentences to connect sentences and paragraphs. Equally importantly, 
be honest in your writing. Turn your critical eye on yourself, admitting what you don’t know and 
what disturbs and surprises you. Explicitly tell us what you are trying to learn as we progress 
through the essay. 
 
Conclude your essay by returning to the claim in your thesis statement at the end of the first 
paragraph and answer a few important questions for your readers: What have you discovered in 
the process of writing this essay? What do you want us to do or think as we walk away from 
your essay? Why should we care about your claim? How did your essay get us to these 
thoughts? Why? What lingering questions do you still have about your argument?  
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Revise substantially and reflect on the process of writing the essay 
After your peer review session and small writing group, revise your draft substantially by 
incorporating your peers’ and instructors’ suggestions in a complete rewriting of the essay. 
Then, compose a brief cover letter. We’ll talk more about this letter closer to the final due date.  
 
Present your findings to the community 
From your final draft, develop a formal presentation for an audience of community members 
from across and beyond our campus. Instructors, students, staff, administrators, and members 
of the Lexington community will be invited to attend to hear your findings. We will hold 
presentations on Monday, December 7; Wednesday, December 9; and Friday, December 11.    
 
What academic resources are available to me? 
Writing Center: Make sure to schedule ongoing appointments at the Writing Center to work on 
each stage of your essay. To make an appointment, visit the online appointment scheduler at 
https://transy.mywconline.com or contact Becky Mills by email atbmills@transy.edu or by phone 
at (859) 281-3594. Or you can just stop by 12 Haupt and talk to her about making an 
appointment!   
 
Submission Details  
1. First Draft—Monday, November 30, or Tuesday, December 1. 
2. Small Writing Groups—Tuesday, December 1, and Wednesday, December 2. Submit draft 

at least 24 hours before your group meeting time, post a final draft that incorporates 
changes from Friday’s peer review session 

3. In-class Presentations—Dec. 7-11 
4. Final Draft—Monday, December 14  
 
All submitted essays (drafts and finals) should: 

o Be typed and double-spaced, using 12 point font and using a standard font (e.g., Times 
New Roman or Cambria) and 1-inch margins on all sides 

o Not have a separate title page, but should include the information shown below 
o Be 5-7 pages in length (minimum of 5 full pages, not 4½ or 4¼) 
o Use appropriate grammar and punctuation conventions 


