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Oral Presentation for Essay 3: Primary-Research-Based Persuasive Essay 
 
Background: The purpose of the presentation assignment is two-fold: 1) It serves as a way of 
sharing knowledge with a group. You all know more about your topic than anyone else in the 
room; these presentations provide you with an opportunity to share this knowledge with others. 
2) It provides you an opportunity to receive feedback on your argument from a supportive, 
critical audience before you submit the final draft of your research paper. 
 
INFORMATION FOR PRESENTERS 
Length of presentation: Each presentation should last approximately 5-6 minutes and will be 
followed by 2-3 minutes of question and answer. Make sure you practice your presentation out 
loud before giving it to the class. Trying to time your presentation by reading through your notes 
silently will not give you an accurate assessment of its length. It’s best to practice it in front of 
someone else with whom you feel comfortable and trust to give you constructive feedback. If 
you do not want to do this, you should at least practice speaking it out loud to yourself, and keep 
track of time.  
 
Method of presentation: There are 2 important things to consider here:  
  
1. How you present your information to your audience: You must use some sort of visual aid, 

but will you use PowerPoint, Prezi, or something else to engage your audience and present 
key information? Whatever you choose, consider the 3 reasons to use visuals: 1) increase 
understanding, 2) get attention, and 3) increase retention. Also, consider what sort of 
multimedia might be necessary or appropriate for your topic (e.g., a video, interview footage, 
an image/recording of a significant artifact). 
 

2. How you remember what you want to say: It’s important to use a method that works well for 
you (e.g., note cards, notes in PowerPoint presenter view, outline, written paper). There is 
no required method you have to use, but be sure to be well prepared and well organized. 
Keep in mind: 
• While it is certainly appropriate to look down at your notes occasionally, you should 

practice your presentation so that your head is not always down when you speak; try to 
make eye contact with the class as much as possible.  

• Remember, you are giving this presentation to the class. That means you should make 
eye contact with your classmates, not just me. 

 
Structure of presentation: A good presentation is structured similarly to a good argumentative 
essay: 
 
Introduction 
• State your argument/thesis: While you may want to use a compelling story/anecdote as a 

means of capturing the audience’s attention, don’t make this so long that you “bury” your 
argument. After a few introductory remarks and/or a short anecdote, let the audience know 
at the very beginning what you plan to argue.  

• Give the audience a framework for your presentation: In other words, after you state your 
argument, provide some kind of a “road map” of your presentation, e.g., “In this 
presentation, I will first examine x, and then proceed to examine y and z.” Remember, it’s 
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important to provide markers like this in an oral presentation so your audience, who cannot 
see your notes, can keep track of where you are and where you’re headed.  

 
Body  
• Indicate who your audience is: The audience for your presentation is your classmates; 

however, that’s not necessarily the argument for your essay, so let us know to whom are 
you directing the arguments in your essay (i.e., who might/does disagree with your thesis 
statement/argument; who will benefit from hearing your argument).  

• Central Points/Claims: The body of your presentation, like the body of a paper, consists of 
the central claims you will make to support your argument, and those central claims are 
supported by multiple pieces of data: key facts, important statistics, powerful quotations, 
explanation of a significant artifact, examination of space/spatial gaze, etc. 

• Alternative Points of View: In addition to clearly stating what argument you are making, let 
us know what alternative points of view you are considering to help persuade your audience 
you are logical, credible, and correct.  

 
Conclusion 
Again, a conclusion for a presentation is very similar to a conclusion of a written paper. In 
addition to briefly restating the central claim(s) of your argument, you want to leave the audience 
with something that is memorable or provocative. You can accomplish this in several ways: you 
might make a connection to a point you made in your introduction, end with a particularly 
powerful and relevant quotation, demonstrate the relevance of your argument to other events or 
issues, etc. These are suggestions, but certainly not an exhaustive list.  
 
PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANTLY 
You must upload your visual aid to the shared Google Drive folder before class time on the day 
of your presentation so Dr. Hauman/Mr. Wright can easily access and project your presentation 
from her/his laptop. 
 
INFORMATION FOR AUDIENCE/RESPONDENTS 
Written Responses: As stated above, one of the purposes of these presentations is to provide 
presenters with critical feedback about the argument they’re making. Accordingly, two (2) 
students will write a short response paper for every presentation that is given. Each student will 
write a total of two (2) responses. These responses will count as a short writing assignment and 
should be approximately 300 words.  
 
Please note you are providing feedback on the argument, not the presentation. In other words, if 
you want to mention that the presenter did a nice job of speaking clearly and/or providing 
powerful images, you can do that briefly in your introduction or conclusion, but that should not 
be the focus of your comments. Focus instead on the argument (framing and clarity), support 
(e.g., Is there enough? Is it effective?), organization, explanation, use of data, and inclusion of 
and response to alternative points of view.  
 
Provide the following information in your responses:  

• What was strong about the argument, support, organization, and alternative points of 
view? Be specific. You must say more than just “it was good” or “I liked it.” WHAT 
specifically was good, and WHY?  
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• Offer suggestions about what the presenter could do to make his/her argument, support, 
organization, and alternative points of view stronger. Again, be specific. If something 
was unclear to you or you think there was a particular part of the argument that was less 
effective than other parts, let the presenter know.  

 
In short, be the most helpful peer reviewer you can be. Mention anything you think will help the 
presenter make their final paper stronger. Listen as if you are a member of the audience the 
presenter has identified as their target audience, and anticipate any questions or objections they 
might have. Think about what would be most appealing or persuasive to them. 
 
These responses are due within 24 hours following the presentation. Submit the response as an 
email attachment both to Dr. Hauman/Mr. Wright and the presenter. Take these responses 
seriously, as they will count as a Short Writing Assignments grade. Given that you need to 
provide specific feedback to the presenter, you should take notes during these presentations 
that you can refer to when writing your response.  
 
Respect for Presenters 
• Do NOT come late to class on a day we are giving presentations. If you interrupt someone’s 

presentation because you are late, you will get an absence for that class.  
• Absolutely no talking/whispering during presentations. This can be very distracting for the 

presenter. 
• Be a good audience—no heads down on desks, no slouching on your arm with your eyes 

shut, no texting, etc. Again, it could be distracting for a presenter to look up and see this. 
The only appropriate activities during presentations are active listening and note taking. 

 
 
Rubric for Oral Presentation: Essay 3 
Awareness of/Engagement with Audience 
1  2  3  4  5  
 
Idea Development and Organization 
1  2  3  4  5 
 
• Indicate who your audience is: The audience for your presentation is your classmates; however, that’s 

not necessarily the argument for your essay, so let us know to whom are you directing the arguments 
in your essay (i.e., who might/does disagree with your thesis statement/argument; who will benefit 
from hearing your argument).  

• Central Points/Claims: The body of your presentation, like the body of a paper, consists of the central 
claims you will make to support your argument, and those central claims are supported by multiple 
pieces of data: key facts, important statistics, powerful quotations, explanation of a significant artifact, 
examination of space/spatial gaze, etc. 

• Alternative Points of View: In addition to clearly stating what argument you are making, let us know 
what alternative points of view you are considering to help persuade your audience you are logical, 
credible, and correct.  

 
Transitions and Clarity of Meaning 
1 2 3 4 5 


