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Academic Peer Mentor Sessions Assignment  
Part of your participation/attendance grade in FYSE is based on you attending at least seven 
(7) 45-minute Peer Mentor (PM) sessions in the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) in the 
basement of the library. Peer Mentors are junior or senior Transylvania students who will serve 
as academic and cultural informants for you.  
 
Your sessions with PMs are meant to give you additional experience discussing readings and 
cultural events (e.g., Convocation, Greek recruitment, Gallery Hop, International Eating and 
Reading Night) in a small group environment. Additionally, the PMs have much knowledge 
about Transylvania and college culture and can help you find any resources you might need this 
semester.  
 
PM sessions can help to prepare you for our conversations or activities in class, but you can 
also take ideas or questions from our class conversations to your PM sessions to discuss 
further. PM sessions give you an informal space to ask any questions or discuss any topics you 
might not be comfortable raising in front of our entire class. Like the Writing Center and your 
academic advisor, peer mentors are a resource meant to help ensure your success at 
Transylvania.  
 
TIPS FOR ACHIEVING A SUCCESSFUL PM SESSION 
Before you attend PM sessions, do at least one of the following: 
 

1. Highlight/select what you feel is an important passage or quote from a recently 
assigned reading that you would like to discuss with others. Be prepared to read and 
explain the context of the passage/quote and why you feel it is important. Others in the 
PM session should be prepared to respond to what you share with their own ideas and 
opinions (e.g., create connections, agree, disagree, agree but with a difference). 
 

2. Highlight/select what you feel is a confusing passage/quote from a recently 
assigned reading. Be prepared to read and explain the context of the passage/quote 
and why you are confused by it. Others in the PM session should be prepared to offer 
ideas about what it means, why it matters, how it connects to other ideas, etc. 

 
3. Choose 2 or more passages, quotes, or ideas from different texts you’ve read that 

you feel are connected (bonus points for finding a connection that others might not 
have noticed and/or for making a connection to readings/discussion from another class 
you’re taking/have taken!). Be prepared to read and explain the context of the passages, 
quotes, or ideas and to explain the connection(s) you see as well as why you think they 
are significant. Others in the PM session should be prepared to respond with discussion 
of whether they see the same or different connections and why and whether they agree, 
disagree, or might agree but with a difference about the significance you’ve stated. 

 
4. Read a peers’ blog post and be prepared to respond to it. In particular, if there’s a 

text that was difficult or confusing, you could look to see what others are writing about it. 
In the PM session, then, be prepared to summarize what you read in someone else’s 
blog and to share your response to what that person said (e.g., agree/disagree, explain 
how it helped you better understand something, explain a connection it made you think 
of). Others in the PM session should be prepared to build on the conversation, possibly 
referencing their own blogs or other ones they’ve read. 
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The first set of dates for PM sessions are listed below*. Remember, you do not need to attend 
all of these sessions, but you will choose at least seven (7). Typically, there will be 3 sessions 
to choose from on each date listed below. You will be responsible for signing up via a Google 
doc, which the PM and ACE staff will have access to so they may verify you attended. If you do 
not remember to sign up, I will not know you attended, and your grade for this class will be 
lowered. 
 
Dates and times for September: 
Monday, September 21 
Stephanie 6:15-7pm 
Megan 7:15-8pm and 8:15-9pm 
 
Tuesday, September 22 
Stephanie 6:15-7pm 
Angelica 7:15-8pm and 8:15-9pm 
 
Other upcoming dates** 
Wednesday and Thursday, September 30 and October 1 (evening) 
Wednesday and Thursday, October 7 and 8 (evening) 
Monday and Tuesday, October 12 and 13 (evening) 
 
*Additional dates will follow soon 
**The time for these sessions will be determined closer to the date  
 
 
 
 


