
FYS 1002 // Fall 2015 

FYS 1002: First Year Seminar: Expository, Cross-Cultural Writing (FYSE) 
 
Professors Contact Information and Office Hours:  
James Wright: 110 Old Morrison // jwright@transy.edu   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
1:30-3:00 pm 1:30-3:00 pm 1:30-3:00 pm 1:30-3:00 pm by appointment 

 
Kerri Hauman: 109 Mitchell Fine Arts // khauman@transy.edu  
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
2:30-5:30 pm by appointment 10:30am-1:30pm by appointment by appointment 
 
Course Description: This class is designed to respond and be sensitive to the diverse needs of 
the increasingly more diverse community at Transylvania. The class aims to foster an academic 
community made up of readers, writers, and thinkers from various points of origin and various 
cultural backgrounds. This class, we hope, will foster understanding and sensitivity, and at the 
same time hone the reading, writing, thinking, and listening skills necessary to flourish in the 
liberal arts environment and to grow more at home in this academic community.  
 
Our daily activities will focus on critical reading and a variety of writing tasks. We will “read” 
interesting texts from various genres—all of which will address values and viewpoints that cut 
across culture and subculture. The texts will derive from such diverse places as essay, film, art 
exhibition, and so on. We will also conduct primary research and produce written work 
(individually and collaboratively) that grows from our close analysis of others’ texts and of our 
own and others’ experiences. In our writing assignments, we will explore major questions, 
evaluate evidence, challenge and clarify our personal points of view, and strive to expound on 
ideas in sensitive and cogent ways. Ultimately, we will work toward confident, clear, and 
convincing expression of our own thinking on matters of global importance.  
  
Required Text     Recommended Text 

 

Sunstein, Bonnie Stone 
and Elizabeth Chiseri-
Strater. Fieldworking: 
Reading and Writing 
Research. 4th ed. 
Boston: Bedford, 2012. 

 
 

Maimon, Elaine P. et al. 
A Writer’s Resource. 
New York: McGraw-Hill, 
2012. 

Course Policies and Expectations 
FYSE is one (1) of three (3) First-Year Seminars. The policies that govern it are the same as 
those that govern the other two Seminars. Students enrolled in FYSE will eventually enroll in all 
three Seminars (following a pattern of FYSE in Fall Term 2015, FYS in Winter Term 2016 and 
FYRS in Fall Term 2016—or, if preferred, FYSE in Fall Term 2015, FYS in Fall Term 2016 and 
FYRS in Winter Term 2017). 
 
Expectations to help create a productive environment where we all learn from/with each other: 
 
•   Attend and participate in every class session. Missing class, arriving unprepared, or 

engaging in non-class related activities during class time may lower your final grade. Of 
course, illness or other unpredicted emergencies may occur—and one or two emergency 
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absences will not hurt your grade, but more than two will take a toll. Keep in mind that there 
are no “excused” absences, and all absences will be recorded. If you are late for or absent 
from a scheduled and required individual or group activity, you will not receive credit for that 
activity. If you miss class, you are responsible for learning what you missed (find at least one 
classmate to swap phone numbers and/or email addresses with). 
 

•   Come to class prepared. We will consider our time together in class to be a time devoted to 
conversation. You need to come to class prepared to discuss what you have been 
assigned for that class period, to reflect upon and express your interpretation of assigned 
reading, and to test your interpretation of the text in light of what others have to say. Please 
complete all assigned reading and writing assignments prior to class time. Take time to 
carefully read assigned texts at least once fully, to look up unfamiliar terms or references, 
and to compose annotations so you are prepared to discuss the text. Then, be sure to bring 
annotated copies of texts to class on days they will be discussed. If you choose to access 
texts electronically (i.e., on a laptop or tablet), you are responsible for having an app or 
program with which you can annotate. If you are having trouble understanding anything, 
communicate with classmates, writing center consultants, ACE peer mentors, and your 
professor. We’re all here to help you, but we cannot read minds. 

 
•   Complete all assigned prewriting (e.g., proposals, outlines) and revision work (e.g., revision 

plans) for essays and attend all small writing group sessions to discuss drafts of each essay. 
 
•   Take yourself seriously as a student/scholar/writer, but remember this also means allowing 

yourself time and permission to make mistakes and learn from them. 
 
•   Be respectful. This includes paying attention when others are speaking, reading others’ work 

carefully and thoughtfully, being considerate of other students’ feelings, using appropriate 
language, not monopolizing class conversations, and making your points without being 
combative or confrontational. Disagreement with others’ ideas or statements is perfectly 
acceptable, even encouraged; that’s part of learning to think about and engage with the 
different ideas and worldviews around you. However, if you disagree with someone, explain 
why you disagree without attacking the person. Ask questions that will help you understand 
what a person means before you decide to counter what they are saying. Hateful, 
discriminatory language will not be tolerated in the classroom, in your writing, or in any 
space related to coursework. 

 
Assignments and Assessment 
&   Participation and Attendance (20%) 
 

A Rubric for Participation and Attendance Grade 
A B C D F 
Actively engages 
and listens to 
professor and 
peers, including 
careful note-taking 

Makes a sincere 
effort to engage 
professor and 
peers 

Limited interaction 
with professor 
and peers 

Almost no 
interaction with 
professor and 
peers 

No interaction 
with professor 
or peers 

Arrives fully 
prepared to every 
class session 

Arrives mostly 
prepared to most 
class sessions 

Arrives prepared 
inconsistently 

Arrives 
unprepared 
frequently 

Arrives 
unprepared to 
most classes 
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Attends and 
contributes fully to 
all all (7) Peer 
Mentor sessions 

Attends and 
contributes fully to 
most (6) Peer 
Mentor sessions 

Attends and 
contributes fully to 
some (5) Peer 
Mentor sessions 

Attends few of 
the Peer Mentor 
sessions 

Attends none of 
the Peer 
Mentor 
sessions 

Completes all 
writing 
assignments 

Completes all 
writing 
assignments 

Completes most 
writing 
assignments 

Completes few 
writing 
assignments 

Completes no 
writing 
assignments 

Plays an active 
role in full-
class/group 
discussions 

Participates 
frequently in full-
class/group 
discussions 

Participates in 
full-class/group 
discussions 
occasionally 

Rarely 
participates in 
full-class/group 
discussions 

Does not 
participate in 
full-class/group 
discussions 

Class comments 
advance the level 
and depth of 
discussion 

Makes relevant 
class comments 

Rarely makes 
relevant class 
comments 

Never makes 
relevant class 
comments 
 

Demonstrates 
a noticeable 
lack of interest 
in the material 

Level of class or 
group discussion 
is better because 
of student’s 
presence 

Level of class or 
group discussion 
is often better 
because of 
student’s 
presence 

Level of class or 
group discussion 
is not affected by 
student’s 
presence 

Level of class or 
group discussion 
is not affected by 
student’s 
presence 

Level of class 
or group 
discussion is 
harmed by 
student’s 
presence 

 
&  Shorter Writing Assignments (30%) 

You will write a minimum of ten (10) shorter writing assignments (referred to as SWA in the 
schedule). Each of these will be responded to and evaluated using the rubric below. The 
purpose of these assignments is to get you to question and respond to class readings or 
classmates, to ask (and possibly answer) complex questions, and to work toward your three 
(3) longer essays. These shorter writing assignments are less formal than your essays, so 
you should relax and enjoy them. However, you should still take them seriously and allow 
time to address them with respect and attention, which includes using the best grammar, 
spelling, and mechanics you can. 
 
0 √- (1 point) √ (2 points) √+ (3 points) 

Not submitted 
or late 

Submitted on time, 
but not on topic or is 
underdeveloped 

Submitted on time, 
on topic, sufficient 
thought/content 

Submitted on time, on 
topic, strong 
thought/content 

 
&  Essays (50%), which includes: 

o   Critical Literacy Narrative (10%) 
o   Group-Authored Observation/Analysis (15%) 
o   Primary Research Project (25%) 

You will receive detailed assignment sheets about each essay closer to its due date. 
 
Academic Honesty: All students at Transylvania University are expected to adhere to the 
highest standards of academic integrity. Students who are found guilty of academic dishonesty 
will be sanctioned in a manner that is appropriate to the infraction. Sanctions may include 
receiving a failing grade on the assignment or being assigned a failing grade in the course. For 
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more information, see the undergraduate 
catalogue: http://www.transy.edu/academics/catalog/1213/acad_program.pdf.  
 
Learning Abilities: We all have different learning preferences, styles, and abilities. If you are 
having any trouble with course delivery methods or expectations, talk with your professor to 
determine how to best address the situation. Additionally, Transylvania University adheres to 
the Americans with Disabilities Act: Qualified students with disabilities needing appropriate 
academic adjustments should contact the professor as soon as possible to ensure that their 
needs are met in a timely manner. To request accommodations or discuss accessibility at 
Transylvania, please contact Brenda Dennis, student affairs specialist and disability services 
coordinator, at (859) 281-3682 or bdennis@transy.edu.  
 
Writing Center Services: For personal, one-on-one assistance with writing assignments, visit 
the Writing Center located in Haupt Humanities 12 and 15. Schedule an appointment by using 
the online appointment scheduler at https://transy.mywconline.com or by contacting Becky Mills 
by email at bmills@transy.edu. You may also visit her at the Center to schedule your 
appointment. For more information about Writing Center services, visit the webpage: 
http://transy.edu/academics/writing.htm.   
 
Learning Skills: If you would like to sharpen your study, reading, and test-taking skills, then join 
the Learning Skills Program (LSP) and take Master Student classes with Professor Greg 
Strouse. For more information, visit the Learning Skills Program webpage: 
http://outside.transy.edu:2054/pages/learning_skills/. You may also contact Professor Strouse: 
gstrouse@transy.edu.  
 
Title IX: Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil 
Rights offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and support applied to offenses 
against other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you 
know has been harassed or assaulted, you can talk with any faculty member; with our Title IX 
coordinator, Ashley Hinton-Moncer (ahinton@transy.edu); with someone at Counseling Services 
(859.281.3682); and/or with Public Safety (859.233.8118).  
 
 
 
 
 
By signing this document, I verify that I have read and understood—or have asked questions to 
eliminate any confusion about—all information in this syllabus.  
 
 
Student Signature:___________________________________ Date: ______________ 


