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One Hall, Two Floors, and Many Communities 

 Essay two is mainly about a group idea of some culture differences. As all other groups 

of the FYSE class, we have multiple members who have totally different backgrounds while 

share many commons. Karl Freud, male, golfer athlete, the domestic student, lived on Clay hall 

1st floor. Lin Wei, male, international student who came from China, lived on Clay hall 3rd 

floor, and Bo Wang, female, international student who also came from China. We have girls and 

boys, international students and domestic students, and athletes and nerd. But we also live on-

campus, a very small but lively community, which is diverse enough to find interesting 

differences. Based on all the resource we have, we decided to focus on floor culture within male 

resident hall, specifically 1st , Karl’s floor, and 3rd floor, Lin’s floor, of Clay Hall. While there is 

a large overall community in Clay Hall, there are obvious differences between different floors. 

These differences, such as different backgrounds, different needs of the hall life, cause individual 

communities to form.  

 Karl is on the 1st floor, a floor almost filled by athletes. They are supposed to be the 

loudest floor of the whole dorm because student-athletes are always wilder than others. But 

actually the 1st floor is the quietest floor of the whole dorm. Lin is on the 3rd floor, the mixed 

floor with all kinds of people, and he is enjoying his floor. 3C (as they call themselves) has 

athletes from the tennis team, swimming team, soccer team and baseball team, but it also has lots 

of studious guys: they are experts of Spanish, French, and Chinese of course. Even looking at 
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Fraternities, 3C is the only floor that doesn't have a majority of fraternity members, even though 

the biggest fraternity in this university, Delta Sigma Phi, is there; they are still just even with 

another fraternity, Kappa Alpha Order. They get along with each other. Karl and Lin both did 

observations independently during fall break. They both tested if the doors were locked in their 

hall. The result is on Karl’s floor, all the door were locked, and for Lin, only one of third door 

was locked, and others are all unlocked even though most of them went back home during fall 

break. And that is our very first consideration for this subject—to see the reasons why we are so 

different.  

 Whenever we talked about boys’ dorms, some words like messy, dirty, or smelly 

appeared in our minds automatically. They are just some of the thousands such as “boy stables” 

and a sentence, “you know, boys” seems to be capable of explaining everything about them. 

They might be right, and they might be wrong, too. So the reason why we are focusing on this 

topic is to try to figure out the truth behind the rumors about “these boys” by ourselves. But how 

to compare, contrast, and analyze all the data we had is not an easy problem. So, to summarize 

all the differences which we observed is our first step. We choose to consider Clay Hall as an 

independent community, and identify what people will require from a community, so we identify 

main fields that could be good examples to be compared and contrasted, and they are living 

space, and social space. We believed these spaces consist of a college hall community, and they 

also fulfill the basic needs for a college hall. 

 Living space is on the top position of our culture observation list because having a place 

to sleep is the most basic requirement for a dorm. It is a very natural phenomenon to think if this 

place will be clean enough to be slept in. Just like when we go to a hotel, we will naturally 

suggest we will have a clean room but not a dirty or messy room. If somebody says boys never 
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clean their room in college, we have to admit that they are totally right. After the observation of 

both 1st floor and 3rd floors, most boys barely tidy their dorm, a little bit smelly, dusty and dirty 

became the common theme for them. “Clothes are everywhere, closet, bed, desk, table, chair, 

and even in another dorm. Books and snack trash occupied the whole table, it is hard to tell 

where they can study or even put one more book. Bed seems never been made again since the 

first day their mothers left them in the college. Food trash bag and video game wires covered 

rug, ramen bags, pizza boxes, chips bags, and outlet wires, boys just did whatever they can do to 

messed up their dorm.” Bo wrote that in her observation notes. It was a powerful visual image, 

and none of the boys cared about their living space. As some of them said, the dorm is just a 

place to sleep, and it will be messy again, so why should they clean their rooms. But the 1st floor 

and 3rd floor are not all same about living space. We found a very interesting phenomenon, 

which is more 3rd floor dorms have a futon in comparison to the 1st floor, a sofa which can 

transfer to a simple bed if it is needed. You can always see some boys gathering together seated 

on futon or bean bags, or just on the rug in front of some video games. This is a quite basic and 

normal way to use a futon. Almost all the 3rd floor dorms have a futon, and their other function 

of sleeping also has been used a lot. The most popular reason for using futon as a bed is let some 

friends who hung out on the floor late to have a place to sleep. As Lin said, it can be regarded as 

a symbol of welcoming for 3rd Clay. There are also some futons in 1st floor dorm rooms, but it 

seems that their futons are not that as usual as 1st floor to use as a temporary sleeping place. 

More people who are on the 1st floor use their futon as a personal nap place, and apparently have 

fewer visitors than 3rd floor guys, but they are using all the other functions of futon, such as for a 

gathering place, in same way as 3rd guys.   
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 After observing living space, we observed social space. Social life has the same position 

as academic life in college, and it is a very important part of college life that cannot be replaced. 

Because we are in a small college, what hall we live on plays a very significant role in students’ 

social life. Most on-campus social events happened in the dorms. Students hang out with each 

other to watch TV shows, to play video games, or just to chat. For Clay boys, the pool table 

which is set in lobby, which they refer to as Clayvis, is the center of their social life.  They 

always get whatever they want from a pool game: the latest party information, new friends, 

interesting gossip rumors, and even someone’s phone number. The Clayvis is for these boys just 

like the bar is in some western movies—everyone goes there to get something. But they also 

hang out with each other in hallway, too, and it is not only boys hanging out socially if it 

happens in the hallway. In Lin’s floor, there is always a steady group of people hanging out 

together, and he is one of them. Most of them share the same calculus class and chemistry class, 

so they study together, and they are very interested in latest TV shows, like American Horror 

Story and Modern Family, and all boys of that group are in the same fraternity, Delta Sigma Phi, 

so they also go to parties together. For a normal weeknight, they probably will just study together 

as a social event, and take food breaks to Thompson Hall when some of them feel hungry or just 

need a reason to take a breath. Five p.m. is their dinnertime, so they all show up in “the caf” at 

that time. Karl’s floor should be full of all kinds of noise from TV sports news or yelling or some 

other stuff, but actually his floor is weirdly quiet, as we discuss below. What everyone might 

think should happen on an athletic floor does not actually happen on this floor, and nothing is in 

the right way here; just like a place from Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland, everything is 

absurdly wrong. The only noise on this floor is when somebody walks through to somewhere 

else. Karl is also a member of the fraternity Phi Tau, and he does have some brothers who live in 
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the same floor, but they just prefer hanging out together with second floor guys. Somehow, the 

1st floor is a pure living place for most of its residences, a place that has less social function than 

all other floors.  

 But after all of this storytelling, why are Lin and Karl’s floors so different? Indeed, they 

live with different people, but does that really matter? Bo is the “outsider” of our group, which 

means she is the purely observational one. Apparently her opinions can offer our study a stronger 

and wider objective view, and her opinion is that different floor culture does matter because of 

the sense of belonging. As she said, and we all agree of course, for Lin’s floor, it is one floor 

consisted by one community, but for Karl’s floor, it is a floor consisted by many communities. 

How did this happen? And why does it have such a strong affection? According what we know, 

all the athletes will be paired with their own teammates first as roommates so they can enhance 

their team relationships. That is an unspoken rule of roommate pairing system, and this rule can 

be proved by ample evidences: including with Karl himself, most of people who are in Karl’s 

floor share the dorm with their teammates. And these roommate arrangements do work to 

enforce their teammate relationship, too; for example, you can see the basketball team having 

lunch with their own teammates every day, and you can also see all the baseball guys studying 

together because they wear their conspicuous pants and hats almost everywhere. So how can 

they enjoy another community when they are already so concentrated on their individual sports 

team communities? It’s not that they are indifferent about their floor-mates; on the contrary, they 

also get along with each other, and they share some tacit understanding with each other as sport-

guys. However, they are just too busy to pour their emotions to the floor one more time, and they 

have had that kind of tacit understanding, so they will not ask more about each other. They enjoy 

the floor-ship in a different way. 
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 But why is Lin’s floor different? They are so-called “mixed floor,” so their people 

probably have their own little clique, too. However, as with the 1st floor, the 3rd floor also 

shares a common background, and this background is that most of them are out-of-towners, and 

even out-of-state students. Take Lin’s little group as an example. Only two of them come from 

Lexington, and the student who come from out-of-town but still in-state is from Louisville and 

Elizabethtown, and the others come from Missouri to China. So the floor for them is somewhat 

just like their home in Lexington. They have no place to go at night but stay in “home,” 

especially for Lin; technically it is illegal for him to live in any other places except his dorm at 

Transy. So they regard each other as more than friends; they are sharing the happiness and 

sadness of life while they are sharing the disgust and aversion of calculus 1, and as time passes, 

they will bind together tighter and tighter. The 3rd floor might be just like the 1st floor, consisted 

by many communities, too, but they also have a majority community, which is themselves. And 

this strong majority community will support this floor to keep being what it is ——welcoming, 

friendly, and enthusiastic.   

 In a nutshell, the differences between the Clay hall communities do exist, and the reason 

why they are different, take Lin and Karl’s floor as our examples, is that the people on these 

floors share different self-identities, and those different identities make them reflect their dorm 

life in different ways. After all comparison and contrast work, there are no better or worse floors 

because the people have different backgrounds and live in different environments, so any 

standard of floor judging would be incomplete and inaccurate. Just like what we said before, the 

living space and social space, two very basic requirements for a living hall, also a community, 

are very important to all the residences in the hall, but they also use these two different spaces in 
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different ways, and as long as they all can be satisfied by what they had, nothing should be 

changed.  

 

 


